multiple lines of evidence are required to test what factors contributed to the unrivalled success of the grass clade. The plenary session was followed by Keynote talks which were further succeeded by oral and poster presentations under four broad topics: 1) Palynology/ Stratigraphy; 2) Palaeobotany/Biogeography; 3) Evolution/Extinction and 4) Palaeoenvironment/Palaeoecology/Palaeoclimate. These broad topics were further categorized into 35 Special Sessions.
Scientists from the Birbal Sahni Institute of Palaeosciences, Lucknow, India presented their research findings which were well appreciated by researchers working on different aspects of palaeobotany and palynology. The BSIP group includes, Dr. Srikanta Murthy, Dr. Anju Saxena, Dr. Swati Tripathi, Dr. Nivedita Mehrotra, and Mrs. Jyotsana Dubey. The other two Indian Scientists from Nagpur includes Dr. Bandana Samant and Dr. Dashrath Kapgate. Thus, total seven delegates from the field of palaeosciences represented India in EPPC-2018.
Dr. Anju Saxena, reviewed and synthesized the PermoCarboniferous biodiversity and phytogeographic distribution of Sphenophytes in India, that these Sphenotypes are less diversified in the southern Gondwana continents in comparison to their profuse diversity in northern hemisphere. Dr. Swati Tripathi spoke about the detailed pollen morphology of four Ceiba species growing in India including one hybrid, C. x insignis (cross between C. insignis and C. speciosa) using Field Emission Scanning Electron Microscope (FESEM), Confocal Laser Scanning Microscope (CLSM) and Light Microscope (LM) to highlight the taxonomic characterization of these species and document finer morphological details to correlate them with other Ceiba spp., growing around the world. Dr. Srikanta Murthy presented a poster entitled 'Early Permian Palynomorphs and their palaeoclimatic implication: a case study from Rajmahal basin, India', where he focussed on the occurrence of fossil spore tetrads and dyads from earliest Permian that suggests the prevalence of extreme cold conditions during the deposition of the Talchir Formation as a consequence of Carboniferous glaciations followed by deglaciation at the beginning of the Permian period. Dr. Bandana Samant of Rashtrasant Tukadoji Maharaj Nagpur University, India has also organized 'special session 12' on the topic entitled 'Palaeobotany and Palynology of the Deccan Intertrappean Beds, Late Cretaceous to Paleocene of Central India', in which four lectures were delivered.
This conference provided an excellent opportunity to the young scientists to present and discuss their work among an interdisciplinary and international scientific community concerned with palaeobiodiversity and palaeoclimate. Existing international collaborations were reviewed with further synthesizing of fresh collaborations requiring holistic research approach.
